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A. tumida in Calabria! 

Surprise? 

In September 2014, the discovery of an exotic beehive pest, included in the OIE’s list of notifiable diseases, 

has lead Italy to deal with an unprecedented case. At the beginning, the deriving understandable 

uncertainties made plausible the "stamping out". 

Shortly, already since November 2014, clear peculiarities and critical points related to the phenomenon 

have emerged: 

● Only a few dozen of adult individuals have been detected over several thousand hives. 

● Larval stages were identified in very few cases. 

● Apiaries declared "positive" resulted spread in a wide area of over 300 square kilometers. 

● The although late distribution of polycarbonate devices to detect the presence of A. tumida has not 

provided significant results. 

● Hive inspections performed in autumn / winter, and with very limited parasites infestation, 

multiplies the risk of false negatives. 

● It is not easy to monitor on time different and several environments in which the parasites can 

survive and multiply (honey laboratories, beekeeping material stores, wild swarms, honey bees and 

bumble bees nucs for agricultural pollination, etc ...). 



     
 

All these elements were more than enough to force a reflection and an adjustment on the strategy 

adopted, as requested by different scientific and institutional subjects, as well as national and local 

beekeeping associations. 

Instead, the Italian Ministry of Health has adamantly continued to indicate '"eradication" as the only 

strategy for combating the parasite. 

Without accepting any kind of contribution, solicitation or review, veterinary authorities have continued to 

impose the measures, regardless of the diversity of the epidemiological context compared to other zoo-

technical emergencies and omitting any cost / benefit evaluation on the strategy adopted. 

The "stamping-out" has thus produced incineration (often carried out not according to the law) of more 

than 3500 hives, in the "unfortunate" apiaries where a single presence of A. tumida was found. 

What the Italian Ministry has not been done: 

● Until date, all beekeepers which honey bee colonies have been affected by fire and/or related 

enforcement measures have not been indemnified yet, neither partially. It has not even 

announced the amount of compensation owed for each sacrificed colony. 

● It has been carefully avoided consultation and involvement of scientists with specific entomological 

expertise at the national, European and international level. 

● It has not been announced the outcome of the genetic investigation carried out to define the 

geographic origins of the parasite yet. However, responsibility for importation of the parasite is 

given as "foregone" on beekeepers. 

● It has not been demanded or allocated extraordinary economic resources necessary for the 

implementation of a comprehensive plan, with plausible objectives, including scientific studies and 

the research of the best methods to control the spread of the parasite. 

● It has not been searched nor implemented any other method to monitor the parasite. 

● It has not been tested different any type of traps to capture the parasite. Neither it has promptly 

placed - at least until September 2015 - specific queenless nucs for monitoring to be used as baits. 

● There is no proof of any kind of investigation carried out on the possible, if not probable, parasite’s 

breeding environments (such as honey laboratories, beekeeping material stores, wild swarms, 

honeybees and bumble bees nucs used for agricultural pollination, etc ...) 

● It has not been sought the cooperation of farmers. In contrast, there was no willing to adopt 

shared solutions, and unrealistic goals have been pursued through unappropriate methods, 

causing  worries and total mistrust of beekeepers towards institution’s conduct. 

 

 

 



     
 

 

What should be done now? 

When the severe damage to the beekeeping sector and to those affected by fire eradication caused by the 

adopted measures will be assumed and estimated, we hope it will be the starting point for a peaceful and 

constructive dialogue. 

It has to be positively recorded that, until date, the settlement area of the parasite does not seem to have 

extended. But it is also true that, on average, three years are needed to understand how environmental 

conditions affect the aggressiveness of the parasite. 

We therefore propose that the following measures, designed to contain A. tumida, become  finally active.  

In Calabria 

1. Establishment of a dedicated operative crisis unit for the management of precautionary measures 

seeking for the cooperation, alongside the responsible veterinarians, of the regional 

representatives for the agriculture and environmental sectors and the representatives of 

beekeeping associations, as well as for the support of scientific referees specialized in the beetles 

control. 

2. Allocation of adequate resources to the immediate activation of scientific research to study and 

fight the parasitosis. 

3. Distribution and use of specific and different traps for monitoring. 

4. Treatment with specific preparations, exceptionally authorized by the Ministry of Health, to be 

applied to the hives in the outbreak and surrounding areas. 

5. Traced deplacement of all apiaries, when properly equipped with traps, within the now called 

“surveillance area” in Calabria. 

6. Block the hive deplacements to and from the outbreak area, unless specific authorization after 

veterinarian assessment. 

7. Allowed introduction of live beekeeping biological material from not infested areas to the now 

called “protection area” to recover the beekeeping livestock damaged by knockdowns and 

enforcement measures. 

8. Reasonable compensation to the beekeepers affected by knockdowns and activation of priority 

mechanisms in the rankings of the RDP and the grants related to the current reg. 1234/07 and the 

upcoming reg 1308/13 to assist the recovery of the company's assets. 

Promotion of urgent and quality dissemination of information and training for beekeepers, to propose and 

better address the methods of biological and conventional fight, as the beekeeping management, in case of 

A. tumida. 

 



     
 

In other Italian Regions:  

Main objectives are to:  

● Enable effective, uniform and viable beekeeping anagraphic database containing information on 

apiaries’ location and migratory activity. Overcoming existing bureaucratic constraints that 

discourage the database’s utilization, for both the serious deficiencies of its form that limit - if not 

even hinder - the current use and the contradiction / overlap with the obligations previously 

established by regional regulations.  Seek and establish the maximum level of cooperation with and 

among all beekeepers to prevent or at least delay, as much as possible, the extension of the 

parasitic infestation. 

 

If and up to when the infestation will be limited to the outbreak area, shared and appropriate restrictive 

measures may be issued. Though, the characteristics of A. tumida lead us to predict a possible, and very 

likely, expansion in other Italian regions. It is therefore urgent to define various options and measures to 

effectively fight the possible expansion of the infestation. 

We propose that priority is given to the fact that every choice and measure is evaluated for all of the 

costs and benefits that entails. 

In case it is detected the settlement of the insect in other areas of Italy, which could be hard to determine 

and confine, the application in the new outbreaks of hive migratory restrictions (the only spreading way 

that is relatively "visible and noticeable") could lead to the beekeeping sector damages disproportionate to 

the supposed benefits. 

Indeed, beekeeping generally involves complex and necessary displacements of all those elements 

involved in the parasite breeding. Beekeeping requires the necessary (and therefore not regulable nor 

containable) movement, of productive colonies but also of honeycombs, natural and artificial swarms, 

combs with bees or food, queen bees, wax, etc …  

Together with those specific necessary displacement practices of such a particular livestock, migratory 

activity is needed to provide pollination services for open- and semi-field cultivations must be considered, 

being this activity relevant and indispensable, especially in our country.The simple restriction of colony 

migration risks to be a measure not only totally inadequate and difficult to monitor but likely to have a 

boomerang effect. Beekeepers may not collaborate to the identification of the infected areas. When similar 

measures were adopted to fight the outbreak of varroa in our country, decades ago, not a single official 

report had been submitted neither by veterinarians, nor beekeepers and beekeeping technicians all over 

Italy! 

 



     
 

Therefore we highlight the need to act promptly, with the maximum commitment and participation, to 

start quality information and training campaigns addressing Italian beekeepers. This is indispensable to 

properly contrast this new parasite.  

Dissemination of the information, feasibility and commitment and collaboration are confirmed to be the 

main weapons against all health challenges. 

The undersigned organizations affirm again their total willingness to take action in the above mentioned 

direction. 

Novi Ligure, 30th of September 2015  

        

Unaapi’s President        Conapi’s President 

(Francesco Panella)        (Diego Pagani) 
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